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EDITOR’S ADDRESS. | ton, Pa., on having seen the Minstrel noticed in a | Nothing of a strictly personal character shal 


. . | religious periodical, writes : | mark these critiques; while, at the same time 
On presenting the first number of “ Tue Fa- | I es ’ ’ 


, : **Thave for years, been exceedingly desirous of seeing | the purity of the public taste shall be vigilantly 
mity Minstrev” to his patrons and the public, | such a work as the Family Minstrel given to the public. | ; 


} ‘itor feels i \ il 1 medics Sates guarded from abuse. 
the editor feels it to be a pleasure, as well as a am particularly pleased with your plan of advocating V i P 
. : 5 ; . Poetry anc y B. - 
duty, to comply with the usages of the profes- and urging the expediency (or the necessity) of teach- 5 Posey and yuan’ 2 ee The con 
: ’ 6 ing vocal or sacred music, in sabbath schools.” | nexion between Poetry and Music, has ever 
J. R. Barr, a teacher of music in Lewisburg, been so intimate, that the Ancients considered 
them one and the same. It will be the direct 


sion. It is to hima source of regret, that the 


regular issue has been unavoidably delayed 
S ; ; ’ ae >, »marks. 3 tte Se 2. 
beyond the period suggested in the specimen 1., remarks, in a letter of September 12: ciun off hs Mead aire ; ; 
~ | The Family Minstrel is a publication much wanted | 2/m Of the Minstrel to aid in perpetuating this 
now in the United States. * * * May your paper soon | intimacy, by presenting its readers with appro- 


be in the hands of all who may feel interested in the | priate poetic gems. Sketches, religious glean- 
resulted, as was designed, to the advantage of | music of our churches, and thus reward you for your 


all interested in the work. The publication is | laudable undertaking.” 

now permanently commenced; and the hope is T. B. Mason, Professor in the Eclectic Acade- 
indulged by its founder, that it will supply a | my of Music, in Cincinnati, Ohio, gives the fol- 
desideratum which has long been wanting in | lowing decided token of approval: 


sheet; but he trusts, that the present impression 
bears abundant evidence that the delay has 


ings, (free from the influence of sect,) and a 
brief passing Miscellany, will merit all the at- 
tention in the power of the editor to bestow 
upon them. 


VII. Music. Special care shall be taken, 
that the Music found in the Minstrel, shall be 
constructed and arranged agreeably to the strict- 


the musical world. His reasons for the confi- ‘A work of the kind you propose to publish, has been 
dent indulgence of this hope, rest on various | 2/0ng time needed in our country, and I most sincerely | 
hope, your undertaking will be successful.” 

A gentleman, who is the Principal of a literary | °*t rules of musical science and taste. A part 
institution in Kentucky, observes, under date of of it will be harmonized for two or more voices, 
the Sth ultimo: | with an accompaniment for the Organ, Piano- 

“Your Prospectus of the ‘Family Minstrel’ has afforded | forte, or other instrument, and adapted to words 


iin me no small gratification. I think the work isexactly | composed expressly for the Minstrel, or to those 
these, it is only necessary for him to give the | what has long been needed in this country. * * * * * * | 


names of HasTin6s, Iucno, Ives, Jonzs, Mason, | The plan of making vocal music a branch of study in 


ScuroepER, SHaw, TayLor, and WAINWRIGHT all our seminaries of learning, is one of which I have . r ae 
’ ’ , > | long been an advocate, aud I hope ere long, to succeed | 2M of the editor will be—to furnish the public 
to assure the public, that his promises do not 


in putting it in practice in the one of which I happen | With Music of a character decidedly useful, 


to have the charge.” and adapted to the various relations of social 
In addition to these flattering testimonials, | life. While some of the pieces will be de- 


several others might be given by the editor, if | signed for the services of the church and the 


the state of his columns would permit. The family altar—others will be fitted to cheer the 
reader is referred to the accompanying cover, | moments of weariness; to cultivate the social 


considerations. 

I. Contributors. Since the appearance of the 
specimen number, he has made final arrange- 
ments with several eminent musical composers, 
and proficients in the science. From among | 


of some of the distinguished poets of the age. 
In making selections for this department, the 


rest on mere sound. Most of the gentlemen 


named, are pledged contributors to the Minstrel. | 


II. Letters of Commendation. In addition to 
the valuable certificates accompanying the spe- 


cimen number, and which are repeated on the 
cover of this, several unsolicited communica- | Where a large number of additional commend- | and patriotic feelings, and elevate the moral 
atory notices are inserted. taste. These will be particularly useful for the 
| If. The Minstrel will be free from the least | school room, the parlor, and miscellaneous 
are annexed, and which will be alluded to here- | denominational bias. It may strike some, that | companies. 
after as occasion may require. this consideration is founded on an objection VIII. Execution of the work. Of the endea- 
which does not exist. But, strange as it may | vors of the editor to give ample satisfaction in 
seem, there are those who have inquired, (no 


tions have been received from various parts of 
the United States, from some of which extracts 


Otiver Suaw, of Providence, who is exten- 
sively known as the author of several popular this respect, evidence is afforded in the present 
musical productions, in acommunication to the | doubt innocently,) “to what denomination is | number. And the editor pledges himself. com- 
editor, dated the 15th of September, says: the Minstrel to be attached?” Such persons are | ing forward, as it is his privilege to do, under 
confidently assured, and through them the public | the sanction of the long established names that 
at large, that the notes of the Minstrel will be | appear in recommendation of the Minstrel, 


| 

| . . . . 

| those of union and harmony. that no exertion shall be wanting on his part, to 
| 

| 


‘“*T have read your Prospectus for the ‘ Family Min- 
strel,’ with great pleasure. From my long acquaintance 
with you, believe and hope much good may arise from 


sn tenrnnennns IV. The Minstrel will be of a decidedly moral equal, in this department, any publication in the 


tone. It will be the aim of the editor, by manly | country. 

argument and fair criticism, to convince his On these considerations, and on others which 
countrymen of the superiority of sacred over | Will be developed = his work progresses, the 
theatrical music. His acquaintance from past editor of “ The Family Minstrel,” makes a re- 


experience with the latter branch of the science, spectful appeal for the support of the enterprise. 
All that he asks or expects, is sufficient patron- 


Lowett Mason, Professor in the Boston 
Academy of Music,—whose reputation as a 
Composer and Teacher of Music, has been long 
established, under date of Sept. 10, writes as | 
follows: 


“I cannot doubt but that a paper devoted tothe cause . : 
of musical education and church music, conducted on | has been such, as to enable him to speak with 


) : | ; : er rv his vel, but im- 
proper principles, will be highly useful. Fromthe spe- | becoming confidence. Few persons are aware | 4g to enable him to carry his no é . 
cimen you have given, Idoubt not, that the ‘Minstrel’ | of the vast injury done to the morals of the mensely important experiment fully into ef = 
will be of thi ; r y most cordis famili i a : stig 
: is character. You have my most cordial | \outh and families of this country, by the | His appeal, therefore, is to those classes 
approbation and strongest wishes for success.” ’ 


Txomas Hastings, now of this city, and dis- 


; 7 we ie eee as . : : a . 
lavish praise bestowed on theatrico-religious | society which can best enable him to accom 


: : . orf $ at oratorios and in choirs. lish this object. 
tinguished as a leading pioneer in the cause of pe ag ie : . ate ws TO MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL, 
devotional sacred music in America, remarks, in V. Reviews of New Publications. Notices of ie 
" ‘Gy = . . . . . . > 
a recent note: 4 such works on music and its associate sciences | He makes his appeal with confidenee, because 





“The Family Minstrel, though a new thing, will not I | 28 come under the observation of the editor, | they are and ought to feel themselves to be 
should hope, be considered and treated as a stranger. | Will be inserted as often, and at as great length | universally and immediately interested in the 
You have my kindest wishes for your success.” as possible. In faithfully scanning these pro- | work. The excellent rule of Luther, not to 

Professor Worrett, who is at the head of the | ductions, it shall be his aim, that candor and | sanction the ordaining of “ young fellows to the 
musical department in La Fayette College, Eas- | moderation guide every movement of his pen. | office of preaching, except before they have 
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been well exercised and practised in the school 
of music,”—will apply with increased force, in 
some respects, to settled Pastors. Their office 
is emphatically the highest in the world. The 
influence they wield, takes hold on eternity. 
It becomes them, therefore, to be vigilant in the 
cultivation of music, not only for themselves, 
but in their families and congregations. The 
remark is eminently true, that the music of our 
churches has been hitherto regarded too much 
in the light of recreation. On this subject min- | 
isters would do well te observe the practice of 
those who preside at the opera and the theatre. 
If they “speak, and teach, and exhort in song,” 
should not ministers convert directly to the 
cause of their Master, the eloquent, and impres- | 
sive, and holy powers of music ? 

The effect on the surrounding community 
where ministers give good heed to the cultiva- 
tion of music, has ever been, and ever will be, 
favorable. 
be given, if space would permit. Let the reader | 


Numerous instances of this might 


refer to the Life of the celebrated Rowland | 
Hill, and he will there find it stated, that large | 
numbers were drawnto Surrey Chapel, solely 
to hear and admire its fine choir of singers. 





Much more might be said on this branch of 
his Address, but the editor trusts enough has 
been already said to secure the hearty co-ope- 
ration of those who lead “the sacramental 
host of God’s elect.” 


TO CHORISTERS. 


It is atruth, as well known as itis melan- 
choly, that there has long existed among Choris- 
ters, (as well as others connected with music) 
a bitter and deep-rooted jealousy. Most assur- 


edly this ought not sotobe. Under its baleful in- 


fluence, the science withers and decays. The 
conscientious and the good of our age withhold 
their patronage from men who only wield it 
when bestowed, to rend their co-workers in the 
same cause. This destructive state of things 
will continue, and the progress of music to its 
destined elevation in this country, much retard- | 
ed, unless choristers willdo their part toward | 
cherishing more of a mutual confidence, and 
more readily indulge in an interchange of senti- 
ments and feelings. 

To effect, in some degree, at least, these de- 
sirable objects, the columns of the Minstrel are | 
thrown open to such Choristers as may wish to | 
Let this | 
very important class of devotees to music come 


bring about a better state of things. 


forward with their various contributions; let 
them aid in the general circulation of the Min- 
strel among their choirs, and acquaintances; 
and, by so doing, they will not only plant the 
olive-branch of peace amid contending factions, 
but beget and increase an abiding interest in 
music among the community at large. 
TO TEACHERS OF MUSIC. | 

The editor desires it to be distinctly under- | 
stood, that, in addressing himself to this portion | 
of his fellow-laborers, he does not assume to be 
an oracle or dictator. His object is not to at- 
tempt the instruction of those who are his supe- 
riors in years and in professional acquirements, 
nor to lord it over any of his associates, how- 
ever humble; but this is, and shall be his only 
aim—to stir up the minds of teachers to the duty 
of increased exertion in the too much neglected 
cause of music, and to induce them to favor 
the public with contributions from their pens. 


TO THE HEADS OF COLLEGES, SEMINARIES, AND 
SCHOOLS. 

The importance of making music a branch 
of national education, is beginning to be some- 
what felt and acknowledged. It is a consider- 
ation which will occupy a prominent place in 
the Minstrel. 


their political character, so do their “ psalms, 


If the laws of a people speak 


and hymns, and spiritual songs,” proclaim their 
moral predilections. The Faculties in our col- 
leges, and the heads of our seminaries, and 
schools of every grade, have responsibilities 
placed on them with reference to the universal 
cultivation of music, which it behoves them 
most seriously to ponder. In the Minstrel they 





will find a co-adjutor ever attentive to their 
requirements, and ever anxious to please. 
TO PARENTS. 

One pernicious error of parents on the sub- 
ject of music is, the employment of Teachers, 
at a great expense of time and money, who 
have taught their children the science merely 


that they may be accomplished. It would seem 


that all, even the discreet and pious, have been 
ready to sacrifice the utile to the dulce :—(the 
useful to the sweet.) To sing and play well 
in company or at parties—to be admired for an 
accomplishment, rather than to be loved for the 


beneficial effects produced by the exertion of a 


cultivated musical genius—is an error too fash- 


ionable to admit of denial. It is an error, how- 


ever, which parents can promptly remedy if 


they will; and in the application of that remedy 
they may implicitly rely on the constant exer- 
tions of the Family Minstrel. 

Another prevalent error is, the indiscriminate 


use in the social circle of many songs, (having 


nothing to recommend them but that they have 
been sung by some fashionable singer !) the mo- 
ral sentiment of which is calculated to poison 
the waters of life at its fountain. This error 


has rained so stealthily on the better portion of 


the community, that its fatal progress has been 
The glitter and glare of 
fashion have effected, to a certain extent, the 


but too little observed. 


most prudent and watchful minds; and that 
which was introduced ostensibly to add new 
grace to the expanding beauties of youth, has 


been too often retained by the designing to fos- 





ter the wildest and worst passions of the soul. 


In the language of the Prospectus :—“ Every 
| ‘ 


passion and feeling of the heart may be said tobe 
subject tothe control of music, and capable of be- 
ing wrought upon, (whetherfor good or for evil,) | 
and moved and excited by its talismanic touch.” 
How important is it, then, that its influence, ac- 
knowledged to be so potent and universal, 
converted to the cause of virtue 
This, by the blessing of God, the 
Instead of the 


should be 
and religion. 
Minstrel will endeavor to do. | 
false and destructive taste which has too gene- 
rally obtained, it would plant and cherish a 
dec p-rooted love of music, in its ¢ loquent and | 
heavenly breathings, adapted to impress the no- | 
blest truths of religion on the young spirit, in a | 
style at once winning and chaste. It is, there- 
fore, with a confident expectation, that the edi- 
tor looks to parents for countenance and sup- 
port. 
TO THE YOUTH. 

The importance of inducing the rising gene- 
ration to cultivate a correct taste for music, must 
at once strike every discerning mind. They 
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are destined soon to fill the places now occu- 
pied by their fathers—to be pillars in the church 
of God, and to wield the destinies of the Repub- 
lic. Every sanctified influence, therefore, which 
can be brought to bear upon them, should com- 
mand the notice of the Cbristian and the Patriot. 
Already is there abroad a mass of publications 
designed expressly for the young; and in some 
of these, the most important and abstruse truths 
of christianity have been taught in sucha man- 
er as to render them not only familiar but at- 
tractive to the intellect of the little child. The 
introduction of GaLLaupet’s “ Book on the Soul,” 
in which the wonderful operations of the mind 
of man are described under the figure of a 
watch, and illustrated in the most pleasing man 
ner, has done much to simplify principles here- 
tofore considered too deep and metaphysical for 
the capacities of children. And the editor 
knows no good reason why music—one of the 
first sciences that attracts the ear of the infant 
as itis hushed by the lullaby of the nursery— 
should not be introduced and simplified in the 
same way. ‘To him such an event would be 
like a literal fulfilment of the Divine prophe- 
cy: “ Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings 
hast thou ordained praise.” 

Finally,—the editor appeals to the Christian 
public at large, for the suecess of his under- 
taking. It is the pious, and the patriotic of his 
countrymen, whom he expects will hold up his 
From the 
fashionable flaunterers in musical attire, he 


hands, and encourage his heart. 


expects opposition; and, indeed, it will be his 
aim, by striking at the root of the flagrant exist- 
ing evils, richly to deserve it. His object is, 
to elevate and establish, free from foreign blan- 
dishment and frippery, (while he acknowledges 
his dependence on certain extraneous aid,) the 
character of American Music; and he assures 
his fellow-citizens that it will not be through 
any want of zeal or industry in him, that this 
noble object is not achieved. 





MUSICAL LITERATURE, 


{We presume the writer of the following article will 
be recognized by many of our readers, when the signa- 
ture isseen. In addition to occasional articles written 
expressly for the Minstrel, we shall borrow several from 
the “ Western Recorder,’ inserted in that paper while 
he conducted it. The initial “H.,” will probably be 
appended to the various pieces from his pen, which 
appear in this work.] 

1S PSALMODY A DIVINE INSTITUTION ? 

Intelligent Christians of the various evange- 
lical denominations, notwithstanding the fre- 
quent inconsistency of their practice, are now 
agreed in giving an affirmative answer to this 
question. For awhile after the Reformation, 
however, there were not wanting those who em- 
braced the negative. The second Baptist church 
in Newport, R.I., founded in 1656, furnishes such 
an example. The Columbian Star says, respect- 
ing it, that—“ the propriety of psalmody was 
for a long time contested in this church. Some 
were for singing. and some were opposed to the 
custom, as being too nearly akin to popish 


_ 7? 
usages. 


Some may be supposed to smile at such pre- 
judices as these; but let thefm take heed lest 
they entertain those which ate far more unrea- 
sonable. Many, who now profess to believe on 
this subject, have embraced merely a dead faith 
—a faith which permits them practically to 
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despise the music of the sanctuary, and to say 
«« what a weariness it is.” And more than this: 
many, who, in the abstract, acknowledge 
church music t» be an important divine institu- 
tion, are yet found, virtually, to deny it to be 
such in detail. They exclude it from their 
family worship; they make little or no account 
of it in their social religious meetings; they 
totally disregard the apostolic injunction, to 
“admonish one another daily in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs.”” They evidently 
withhold, in a great measure, their devout 
attention to this portion of the worship in the 
sanctuary. They neglect the whole business 
of cultivation, and call in question the utility of 
schools, and even pronounce them to be inju- 
rious to religion, however well they may be 
conducted. 

These men may say, in reply to these charges 
—“ We have no taste for music” —‘“It does not 
particularly interest us” —“ We have no time— 


All this, 


however, is but pleading guilty; and should 


no inclination—no talent,” &c. &e. 


they add, that the abuses of music have pre- 
vented them from enjoying it, they would then 
take up the very plea of these ancient Baptists; 
for no abuses of religious music can be more 
flagrant, than were those introduced by popery 
previous to the Reformation. H. 





[We invite particular attention to the following remarks 
addressed to parents and christians, on the importance 
of teaching Music to all, especially to children. They 
are furnished by the pen of a very zealous and practical 
Teacher of Music, in this city—and are taken from the 
‘ Infant and Sabbath School Primer,’—published in 1831, 
by E. Blis:.) 

READ—REFLECT—AND ACT. 
What can I say in conclusion, to induce 
every individual without delay, to engage in the 
cultivation of this pleasing, 


As astudy, it has the 
the mental 


useful and impor- 
tant branch of education. 
most favorable influence upon 
powers; itstrengthens the memory, and softens 
and elevates the feelings. It is a source of the 
purest and most rational pleasure ; it gnards the 
temper, regulates the passions, and improves 
the heart; and, above all, it inspires the senti- 
ments of devotion, gratitude and praise, to the 
great Author of all good. Its importance is uni- 
versally acknowledged—but here the matter 
ends, with by far the greater portion of the 
Christian community. How very few there 
are who take a part in this interesting portion 
of the services of the sanctuary, and how cold 
and listless too, in many of our churches, are 
the songs of Zion! Christians, these things 
ought not so to be. Let us, one and all, make up 
our minds, whether itis a duty to cultivate the 
voice or not, and act accordingly. 

It is not true, as has been sometimes supposed, 
that the faculty of singing has been distributed 
in such an unequal manner, that a few be- 
come eminent in music without eflort or instruc- 
tion, while this privilege is entirely denied to 
the many. The pathway to skill in this, as 
well as in every other art, lies through a perse- 
vering course of study and effort; and experi- 
ments have recently been made both in this 
country and in Europe, which clearly show, 
that almost every individual may learn to sing, 
who begins at the proper age. 

Is it not to be hoped that a still greater share 
of attention will be paid to the cultivation of 





this long neglected art? Much may be done 
in families and common schools, towards learn- 
ing the principles of notation, and thus pave the 
way for the cultivation of the voice, to accom- 
plish much in little time. In short, let parents 
once be convinced of their duty in relation to 
this subject, and go about the business of culti- 
vation in earnest, and the work will be done. 


(The extract below, from the “ Albany Telegraph,” 
will remind many of our readers that there is a great 
deficiency in the knowledge of Sacred Music in churches 
and in families. Christians! how long shall such a 
state of things be suffered to exist 7) 


SINGING IN FAMILIES. 


It is owing to the neglect of vocal music in 
the instruction of young people, that we meet 
with so little singing in families ; that families 
in a social way are so seldom known to enlist 
their voices harmoniously in a single attempt 
at vocal music. Now this is wrong, universal- 
ly so, and deeply to be lamented in every point 
of view. For, in the first place, family singing, 
as well as family prayer, is important to keep 
alive in the heart the sentiments and feelings of 
piety ; to engage the attention of youth espe- 
cially, to the sentiment which is repeated, and 
in all cases to promote our growth in virtue and 
religion. But again: there is no other way 
upon earth, as we find from long experience, in 
which we can secure an interest, and preserve 
habitually our skill and acquaintance with mu- 
sical expression.—The necessity is perfectly 
apparent. We must sing at home; and in this 
way, and in this only, can we sing with ease 


and fluency in the house of Gop. And on all 


these accounts, it was remarked by President | 


Edwards, (as it was a matter of unaffected grief 
to his heart,) that the Church of Gop commit- 
ted a “ great sin” in regarding this subject with 
so much levity, and not singing His praises de- 
voutly in a family relation and capacity. 


MUSIC, AS A BRANCH OF INSTRUC- 
TION IN COMMON SCHOOLS. 

In the United States, singing is usually con- 
sidered as an accomplishment which belongs to 
the luxuries of education. In Germany, it is 
deemed an essential part of common school in- 
struction; asa means of cultivating one of the 
most important of our senses, of softening the 
character, and especially of preparing children 
It is 
considered no more remarkable, and no more 


to unite in the public worship of God. 


difficult, for children to read and write music, 
than language ; and musical tones are made 
the means of associating valuable ideas with the 
common objects and phenomena of nature, 
and the ordinary events of life. 

The following ordinance, extracted from the 
blatt,) Co- 


loene, January 15, 1828, will show the leht in 


Prussian Official Gazette, (Amts 


vhich this subject is viewed by that govern- 
ment:— 

‘Among the essential branches of education, 
which ought to be found in all common schools, 
and to which every teacher who undertakes 
the management of such schools, is in duty 
bound to attend, is that of instruction in singing, 
Its principal object in these schools, is to culti- 
vate feeling, and exert an influence in forming 
the habits, and strengthening the powers of the 








==> eee 
will, for which mere knowledge of itself is 
often altogether insufficient; hence it consti- 
tutes an essential part of educating instruction, 
and if constantly and correctly applied, renders 
the most unpolished nature capable of softer 
emotions, and subject to their influences. From 
its very nature, it accustoms pupils to conform 
to general rules, and to act in concert with 
others. It is far more sure of producing such an 
effect in youth, when the heart is very susceptible 
of impressions of this kind, and no importanee 
should be attached to the assertion of many 
teachers and directors of schools, that we can 
by no means anticipate this influence upon such 
wild youth as are found in the country. In gene- 
ral, this belief originates entirely from old pre- 
Judices, from a want of proper experience, from 
a love of indolence, or from an inadequate 
knowledge of the course and method of instrue- 
tion. Convinced of the certainty of the result, 
where the means are correctly employed, we 
shall not stop to consider such objections as ap- 
pear to be grounded solely upon exceptions. 
On the other hand, we shall hold those teachers 
in particular esteem, who even in this subject, 
labor with zeal and success, 





in the conscien- 
tious discharge of the duties of their calling. 
Finally, we expect that those efforts, together 
with their results, will be particularly noticed 
in the report of the school directors. 

‘ Having recommended this important object 
of primary instruction, (the immediate connex- 
ion of which with religious instruction, no one 
can fail to perceive, ) to the zealous exertions of 
the teachers, and the careful attention of the 
directors of schools, and, at the same time, 
having urged the study of the best writers upon 
the subject, which so far as they relate to school 
instruction, ought to be found in the libraries of 
every district, we shall here bring forward some 
points, which demand a closer and more uni- 
versal attention. 

‘If instruction in singing is to accomplish 
with certainty the objects proposed, it must be 
long continued without interruption, and, of 
course, it is indispensably necessary that a regu- 
lar attendance be required during the continu- 
ance of the duties of the school, aud enforced 
in the strongest manner. 

‘It is unnecessary to illustrate the contrast 
between the last remark, and the usual desulto- 
ry mode in which singing is taught.’ 


Two things are wanted in order to render a 
similar course of instruction practicable in this 
country ;—a set of tunes adapted to the capaci- 
ties of children, and calculated to associate the 
sensible with the moral and spiritual world in 
their minds, and @ simple, analytical course of 


instruction. Annals of Education. 


[Since the above article appeared, both these 
wants, we are happy tostate, have been suppli- 
ed by several gentleme n—particularly E. Ives, 
jr. of Philadelphia, and L. Masoy, of Boston— 
each of whom have published useful works, 
calculated to interest and improve the minds of 
youth. A large proportion of the materials em- 
ployed in constructing these works, were select- 
ed and brought to this country, from Germany 
and Switzerland, in 1828—9, by the Rev. Mr. 
WoopprwceE, the talented editor of the “‘ Annals 
of Education,” where he had frequent opportuni- 
ties uf witnessing the most happy effects con- 
sequent on introducing musical instruction in 


a 


: 
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their improved schools; the moral influence 
of which, was visible in every department of 
social life. A specimen of the music, may 
be seen on page seven. Of the system of in- 
struction pursued in those schools, we intend to 
speak hereafter. ED. MIN.] 


(From the German.] 
THOUGHTS ON MUSIC. 


Whence does music derive its charm to 
delight mankind?) Whence its magic power 
in effecting such wonders on the soul? It | 
may be answered, that music produces all 
this, as being a feeling sense and expression of 
the symmetry and rhythmical power that reign 
in the creations of genius. May it be traced | 
to the pure enjoyment which the ear finds in 
the concord of sweet sounds? In part, cer- 
tainly. Is it the pleasure experienced in per- 
ceiving dissonances unfolded and resolved, and 
in the power to divine and anticipate the ideas 
of the composer,—is it this that delights the 
connoisseur? Assuredly it is so in part. But 
the principal effects of music are magnetic. 
We are woven together of fibres tremblingly 
alive to a sense of what is delightful, and are 
therefore strongly affected by sweet tones. 
These are found to vibrate differently, accord- | 
ing to the different character of the individuals 
upon whom they act; hence, the same music 
does not please all alike; for the degree of | 
pleasure must be proportionably greater accord- 
ing to the susceptibility of the nerve. Music 
is the art of youth. It is the spontaneous 
growth of the soul; it perishes if forced to put 
forth its blossoms in an atmosphere not con- 
genial to its nature. In manhood, the fibres be- 
come less susceptible ; the sensibility is blunt- 
ed, and at last, instead of the ardent, enthusiastic 
admirer, we find the cold, calculating connois- 
seur, who criticises where he ought to feel. 
The present rage for being regarded as a 
virtuoso, will, it is to be feared, tend to drive the 
very Muse from her sanctuary. 


MUSIC. 





‘‘Whoever despises music, I am displeased 
with him. Next to theology, I give a place to 
music ; for thereby all anger is forgotten, the 
devil is driven away; and melancholy, and 
many tribulations, and evil thoughts are expel- 
led. It is the solace of a desponding mind.” 


LUTHER. 


EFFECT OF MUSIC ON AWOLF. 

As a Scotch bag-piper was traversing the 
mountains of Ulster, he was one evening en- 
countered by a half-starved Irish wolf. In his 
distress the poor fellow could think of nothing 
better than to open his wallet, and try the effects 
of hospitality; he did so, and the greedy wolf 
swallowed every thing that was thrown to him 
with the greatest voracity. The stock of pro- 
visions was soon exhausted, and the piper’s 
only resource was to try the virtue of his bag- 
pipe, which the wolf no sooner heard, than he 
took to the mountains with greater precipita- 
tion than he came down, The poor piper could 
not so perfectly enjoy his deliverance, but that | 


with an angry look at parting, he shook his | 


head, and said—“ Aye, are thase your tricks? 
Had I ken'd your humor you should ha’e your | 
music before supper.” 


THE EDITOR’S TABLE. | 


NEW YORK, JANUARY 15, 1835. 





The editor deeming it of importance to lay 
before his readers, his views at length, concern- 
ing the character and object of the Minstrel,— 
(see first page )—has heen compelled to exclude 
much interesting matter designed for this im- 
pression. Among other articles, most of the 
following will be inserted in the next number: 
‘Introduction to a Brief History of Music ;’’ | 
“Church Music, No. I.;” “Style in Vocal | 
Music, No. I.;’’ “ Boston Academy of Music;” | 
“Review of New Publications;” ‘ Musical 
Societies,” &c. 


The editor indulges a hope that a Journal 
conforming to the plan exhibited in the present 
specimen, and conducted with a competent 
share of ability, will receive sufficient encour- 
agement to reward the labor and responsibility 
of the enterprise, In fidelity to the promises 
made, he has no fear that he shall ever be found | 
wanting. As to his capacity to perform what 
he has undertaken, let the future numbers of | 
the Minstrel speak. 


Several persons to whom this number is 
sent, are not subscribers. If they do not wish 
to become so, (and we trust their convictions of 
duty will decide in our favor,) they will oblige 
us by writing their names on the margin, and 
enclosing the paper in a wrapper, directed to 
“The Family Minstrel, New-York.” 








We return our thanks to those editorial 
gentlemen who have noticed so favorably our 
specimen sheet. In the large number of no- | 
tices with which we have been favored, not 
a solitary unfavorable allusion has been made. 
The hands extended tous from so many differ- 


ent quarters, are most cordially clasped, and it 


would ever afford us pleasure to receive any 
suggestions they may hereafter present. 
MUSICAL PUFFING, 

One of the greatest obstacles in the way of 
the onward and upward progress of music, is 
the indiscriminate puffing of Theatres and Ora- 
torios, Operas and Concerts, by the conductors 
of the press. Those who are most deeply inter- 
ested, from moral and patriotic considerations, 
in the cultivation of sacred music, are disgusted 
with the flippancy of a writer who in one column 
will laud an unprincipled actor or actress, 
and in another attempt to criticise the perform- 
ance of the holiest anthems ever composed by 
man! Hence sacred music, like some branches 
of legitimate drama, has fallen into extensive 
disrepute with those on whom it most depends 
for universal establishment. An illustration of 
these remarks is found in the following para- 
graph, on the last Oratorio of the New York Sa- 
cred Music Society, taken from one of the daily 
papers of the 27th ultimo :— . 

‘*We hardly ever recollect to have heard the magic 
of song exert a more powerful influence than was ex- 


emplified when Mrs. 
ble Aria, 





was singing that incompara- 


* Angels ever bright and fair.’ 


Her voice was in its finest tone, and the modulations | 
were expressed with a clearness—a softness—a distinct- | 
ness that never was surpassed, and which hushed a | 


thousand hearts into admiring silence. It was a lovely | 


spell, in which feeling and emotion were bound by | 








triumphant beauty ; nor was it impossible to hear the 
silver tones that warbled each plaintive cadenee of inat 
enchanting air, and to look upon the features of the fas- 
cinatiag vocalist, wreathed with the sweet and expres- 
sive smile of conscious beauty and of conseious power, 
without catching the delusion, that the white-robed form 
which captivated so many hearts, might be one of the ra- 


diant and lovely spirits she invoked, in strains that seemed 
on earth to rival their own”!!! 


Can any thing be more shockingly blasphe- 
mous? And especially does this system of 
newspaper puffing appear revolting, when it is 
universally known that the frail mortal so laud- 
ed, is not only no “ radiant and lovely” angelic 
spirit, but a practical scoffer at the sublime and 
holy principles of Christianity—a member of 
the Theatrical fraternity! We speak without 
reserve—for the abuse isone which merits be- 
ing handled with unsparingrebuke. Such per- 
versions of the public taste, show to what ex- 
tent editorial criticism is diverted from its high 
aims ; (the conductors of the journal from which 
the extract is taken, being professedly meimbers 
of the Christian church ;) and they also show 
the necessity that has long existed for the estab- 
lishment of a well conducted paper on the plan 
of The Family Minstrel. 


OLD MUSIC. 

We have lately seen an old quarto volume 
of more than 600 pages—two columns on each 
page—which was printed at London, in the 
year 1609, or 225 years since! It contains a 
copy of the “ Bishop’s Bible,” translated in the 
reign of Queen Elizaheth—the Prayers of the 
Protestant Episcopal Church—and the Psalms 
of David, versified by Sternhold and Hopkins, 
set to Music—a line of Notes and a line of Words 
being printed alternately. The music consists 
of one part only, a simple air, with the C clef 
at the beginning, and is almost entirely of a slow 
and solemn cast. It was not usual in those 
days, to sing sacred music ina variety of parts 
as at present, butall who assisted in the psalm- 
ody, sung the same strain, taking octaves, thirds, 
and fifths, from the principal pitch, to suit the 
compass of different voices, and add something 
of richness to the otherwise simple melody. 
The musical characters are evidently printed 
from moveable metal types ; and although so 
very small, as that the five lines and their 
spaces, do not occupy more than one-third of 
an inch in width, the notes being of the diamond 
shape, are perfectly legible. 

We subjoin the title page, literatum, of the 
third or last division of this oldbook. By it we 
learn, that our ancestors had discovered, what 
at the present day is every where too evident, 
that there are in use ‘ungodly songs and ballads, 
which tend only to the nourishment of vice, and 
corrupting of youth.’ Under this head, we 
would class all the vulgar, profane, and bac- 
chanalian songs, and the silly, insipid love-sick 
ballads. Christian parents! do you ever-think 
of the vast injury done your children, when 
suffered to practice music of this corrupting 
stamp? : 

‘“'Tne Wuote Booke or Psatas. Collected into Eng 
lish Meeter, by Thomas Sternehold, John Hopkins, and 
others conferred with the Hebrew, with apt Notes to 
sing them withall. Set forth and allowed to be sung in 
all churches of all the people, together before and after 
Morning and Euening Prayer, as also before and after 
Sermons, and moreouer in priuate Houses, for their 
godly solace and comfort, laying apart all vngodly Songs 


and Ballads, which tend onely to the nourishment of 
vice and corrupting of youth.” 
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POETICAL LITERATURE. 





The following Hymn, adapted to the occasion by the 
Superintendant, was sung by the Sunday School of St. 
Thomas’ Church, in this city, on New Year's day, 1835. 

NEW YEAR’S HYMN. 
Tune—" Lucas.” See the ‘ Choir,’ p. 264. 
How gladly we meet, 
Each other to greet, 
With “ Happy New- Year,” 
The Lord to acknowledge, 
And worship him here. 
. A year hath pass’d by, 
And nearer have we 
Approach’d to the tomb ; 
The time we have lost, 
Will never return. 


Our life is adream ; 
Our time, as a stream, 
Glides switily away; 
The fugitive moment 
Refuses to stay. 
This moment of time, 
This—this is our own; 
’ Tis all that is giv’n, 
Salvation to work, 
And fit us for heav’n. 


Then, let us anew, 
Our journey pursue, 
Proceed with the year, 
And never stand still, 
Till the Master appear. 
His adorable will 
Let us gladly fulfil ; 
Our talents improve, 
By the patience of hope 
And the labor of love. 


Oh! that each, in the day 
Of his coming, may say, 
“T have fought my way through; 
IT have finish’d the work 
Thou didst give me to do.” 
Oh! that each from the Lord, 
May receive the glad word, 
“Well and faithfully done! 
Enter into my joy, 
And sit down on my throne.” 


For the Family Minstrel. 
CHRISTMAS ODE. 


Tunt—WMissionary Hymn. 
Hail to the joyful morning, 


That saw a Saviour’s birth, 
When angels brought the warning, 
That God was come to earth: 

Prepare the way before him, 
And make rough places plain, 
Let all the world adore him, 


For Jesus comes to reign. 


He comes to bring salvation, 
To man in fetters bound, 

Let all in every nation, 
Attend the joyful sound; 

He comes,—the Prince of Glory! 
(Earth, let thine honors fade,) 
But hark! how strange the story, 

He’s ina manger laid! 


Then bring forth your oblations, 
And lay them at his feet; 

Make known your obligations, 
By pavine homage meet; 


Forget your notes of sadness, 
Sing your Redeemer’s birth, 
And with the shout of gladness, 
Resound it through the earth. 
THE SHEPHERDESS. 


Porrry, dictated alike by the inspiration of the Muses, 


| and the influence of Christianity, appeals directly to the 


heart; and often excites a devotional ardor in breasts 
that would remain untouched by the more frigid essays 
of reason and persuasion. 


THE PRICELESS PEARL. 
There is a pearl more rich and fair 
Than Indian gems of value rare— 

More pure than Ophir’s gold ; 
A pearl whose beauty ne’er declines, 
Whose matchless beauty ever shines 
In land of joys untold ; 
A land no mortal eye hath seen, 
For death’s dark waters intervene. 


That pearl no mountain cave contains, 
Nor coral bed in deep domains, 
The booming wave below ; 
Its light is not that glittering ray 
Which gilded baubles oft display, 
With momentary glow,— 
Its mellow rays are ever shed 
Around the dying Christian’s bed. 


’ Tis not a pearl by avarice sought— 

A pearl from foreign regions brought— 
In every clime ‘tis found ; 

Re icion is this pearl divine, 

Which on the humble heart doth shine, 
And ever doth abound : 

To all who choose ’tis freely given, 

A foretaste of the joys of heaven. 


This pearl will light the darkest way, 
Night’s cheerless hours will turn to day, 
And rays of hope impart ; 
Dispel the gloomy fears that roll 
In mournful silence o’er the soul, 
And cheer the sinking heart— 
And wide unfold the throne of Him 
Who dwells amid the cherubim. D. 


TIME. 
The moments fly—a minute’s gone ; 
The minutes fly—an hour is run! 
The day is fled—the night is here! 
Thus flies a week—a month—a year. 


A year—alas ! how soon it’s past; 

Who knows but this may be my last! 

A few short years, how soon they’re fled, 
And we are number’d with the dead. -e. 


We extract the following beautiful verses— by one 


of the most polished, but least known poets of;the 


day”—from the “ London Furget-Me-Not,” for 1835. 


THE DEATH OF RACHAEL. 


BY T. K. HERVEY. 

She felt—in many a patient tear, 

And yearning hope, and anxious fear, 
And tinge of matron shame, that lies 
On the frail cheek and languid eyes—* 
Through all its changes of silent use, 
The curse of Eve—a mother’s throe! 
Then died—without one hour to share 
The hard-earn’d due of woman’s race, 
The outstretch’d hand, the voiceless pray’r, 
The infant’s weak, but dear embrace !— 












Oh! if there be a care below, 

One human thought, unchanged with sin, 
’Tis the self-yielding, pious glow 

With which a mother’s toils begin! 


The Patriarch stood beside her bed, 
And love’s unwearied vigil kept, 
Till love was watching o’er the dead 
Then bow’d his stricken head; and wept! 
He placed the leafy chaplet o’er 
Her breast; and touch’d with painful kiss, 
The clammy lips that sprang no more 
With dewy warmth to welcome his! 


They raised a pillar on her grave— 

A simple mass of naked stone, 
Hewn with such art as sorrow gave, 

Ere haughty sculpture yet was known ! 
There oft the fiery Gentile trod, 

But did not crush the flowering sod; 
And childhood, as it wander’d near, 

Gazed with uncertain look of fear, 
And check’d its noisy sport awhile, 

To whisper by the mossy pile! 


THE BABE OF BETHLEHEM. 

Man had fallen—a Saviour was foretold— 
prophets had prophesied his advent—and seers, 
through the vista of coming years, had seen 
Him. The prophecies were all leaning and 
pointing to a certain time and place; and the 
whole world was in expectation of a coming 
Saviour. Angels, nodoubt, saw that man, fal- 
len man, had interested the heart of Deity; and 
devils felt an awful tremor, which shook Hell’s 
strong foundations, and made the darkness of 
the pit more profound, when they saw the line 
of prophecy reaching forward to him who 
should bruise the serpent’s head. The time at 
last arrived—the town of Bethlehem was full— 
the crowd had thronged the streets and filled 
tbe inns, and all wasstir. At length the day 
before the memorable night, was passed and 
gone—and Joseph and his Mary, finding no 
place amid the gay and thoughtless bands, had 
turned aside torepose for the nightin the si. 
lence of the manger. The sun had hid himself, 
and the last lingering rays that strayed awhile 
in playful sports on hill and spire,-had fled and. 
gone. The winds were hushed—and silence 
reigned throughout the city, except the watch- 
man’s ery, who told the farewell of the hour 


| past, and hailed the new arrived. In heaven's 


high vault star after star appeared. The wise 
men of the east beheld the star that Balaam saw 
by the eye of prophecy seventeen hundred years 
before. The shepherds in the plains amid 


| theirtentsin silence sat, and watched their fleecy 
| flocks, all basking in the silvery rays of the 


western moon—when, suddenly, the light that 


| blazed forth from angelic fiery choirs, shone 


around, and o’er their heads, all poised on steady 
s 9 > "] >_< 
wing, the heavenly host appeared. The shep- 


| herds trembled at the sight—a voice was heard 


—Fear not! behold we bring you glad tidings of 
great joy ; to earth be peace,to man good will, and 
unto God be all the glory! And while they 
sung, other voices more numerous still, joined 
the first; and they all sung glory, and the shep- 
herds heard them sing, and fled to Bethlehem, 
and found wise men paying homage and bow- 
ing at the infant’s feet. The shepherds, too, 
fell down before the babe, and worshipped him. 
All Heaven felt a pulse of joy, and Hell felt as 
it were the pangs of death. A 
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THE MISSIONARY ANGEL. 
A Sacred Song. 


WORDS BY S. F. 8., OF WATERVILLE COLLEGE, MAINE; 


MUSIC BY O. SHAW. 


COPY-RIGHT SECURED BY THE AUTHOR, ACCORDING TO ACT OF CONGRESS—AND PUBLISHED IN THE MINSTREL, BY PERMISSION. 








Sung at the recent Public Performances of the New York Handel and Haydn Society, and the New York Union Sacred Music Association. 
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Onward speed thy conq’ring flight; 


Angel, onward haste ! 


Quickly on each mountain’s height, 


Be thy standard placed. 
Let thy blissful tidings float 
Far o’er hill and vale— 
Till the sweetly echoing note, 
Every bosom thrill. 
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Onward speed thy conq’ring flight ; 


Angel, onward fly ! 
Long has been the reign of night, 
Bring the morning nigh. 
'T' is to thee the heathen lift 
Their imploring wail; 
Bear them heaven's holy gift, 
Ere their courage fail. 





THE BRIGHT HEARTH. 


A MORAL SONG. 


THE nee MINSTREL. 










Onward speed thy conq’ring flight ; 
Angel, onward speed ! 

Morning burst upon my sight! 
"T is the time decreed. 

Jesus now his kingdom takes— 
Thrones and empires fall; 

And the joyous song awakes— 
“God is all in all.” 


FROM THE “ JUVENILE LYRE ;” BY L. MASON AND E. IVES, JR. 
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1. Now the gloomy win- atee w ; — and storms are coming on ; ie ony Be our cheerful he hearth doth blaze Brighter than the sum-mer sun. 
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Here, my mother, we can stay 
With thee, in this pleasant room ; 
Who would ask abroad to play, 
When go cheerful is their home? 


Mother, when a loving voice 
Checks or cheers, we will obey, 

“4 And be silent, or rejoice, 
Through this stormy, gloomy day. 






4a 


And when evening shades appear, 
Brighter still will glow our hearth ; 
Then our father will be here, 
And his smile will join our mirth. 
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HYMN. 


“NOW THE SHADES OF NIGHT ARE GONE.” 


HARMONIZED FOR FOUR VOICES, WITH AN ORGAN OR PIANOFORTE ACCOMPANIMENT, AND ARRANGED FOR THE FAMILY MINSTREL, 


BY RICHARD B. TAYLOR; FROM C. M. VO 


N WEBER. 
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Now the morn-ing light is come; 
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Now the shades of night are gone; 
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Now the morn-ing light is come; 
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Drive the shades of = a - way. 





ee | Fill our souls with heavenly light, 
Banish doubt and clear our sight ; 
In thy service, Lord, to-day, 


— May we labor, watch and pray. 
aS || 
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Keep our haughty passions bound ; 
Save us from our foes around ; 
Going out and coming in, 

Keep us safe from every sin. 


all 


| 4. 
FH || When our work of life is past, 
QO receive us then at last; 
|| Night and sin will be no more, 
|| When we reach the heavenly shore. 
| 
| 
| 
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